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PeEOPLE’S FORUM

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

POLICIES: “The Saint Joseph
Telegraph” accepts “letters to the edi-
tor” submissions. To be considered for
publication, submissions must be
signed with the author's name printed
legibly and/or typed, dated, and a
phone number provided. If your letter
is published, only your first name will
be printed, unless you request other-
wise in writing. Letters may be edited
for length, inappropriate language, etc.,
at the discretion of the publisher.

We encourage you to submit letters
with both positive and constructive
criticism that may help bring about
positive change in the St. Joseph,
Missouri community.

Please send to:
info@stjTelegraph.com or
The Saint Joseph Telegraph, 202 Blake
Street, St. Joseph, MO. 64504-1249
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The Cycle of Violence in Afghanistan

Texas Straight Talk

Rep. Ron Paul, M.D. | Columnist
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE (R-TEXAS)

Last week the National Bureau of
Economic Research published a
report on the effect of civilian casu-
alties in Afghanistan and Iraq that
confirmed what critics of our for-
eign policy have been saying for
years: the killing of civilians,
although unintentional, angers other
civilians and prompts them to seek
revenge. This should be self-evi-
dent.

The Central Intelligence Agency
has long acknowledged and ana-
lyzed the concept of blowback in
our foreign policy. It still amazes
me that so many think that attacks
against our soldiers occupying hos-
tile foreign lands are motivated by
hatred toward our system of govern-
ment at home or by the religion of
the attackers. In fact, most of the
anger towards us is rooted in reac-
tions towards seeing their mothers,
fathers, sisters, brothers and other
loved ones being killed by a foreign
army. No matter our intentions, the
violence of our militarism in for-
eign lands causes those residents to
seek revenge if innocents are killed.
One does not have to be Muslim to
react this way, just human.

Our battle in Afghanistan resem-
bles the battle against the many-
headed Hydra monster in Greek
mythology. According to Former
General Stanley McChrystal’s so-

called
insur-
gent
math,
for
every
insur-
gent
killed, Fj
10
more
insur-
gents are created by the collateral
damage to civilians. Every coali-
tion attack leads to 6 retaliatory
attacks against our troops within the
following six weeks, according to
the NBER report. These retaliatory
attacks must then be acted on by
our troops, leading to still more
attacks, and so it goes. Violence
begets more violence. Eventually
more and more Afghanis will view
American troops with hostility and
seek revenge for the death of a
loved one. Meanwhile, we are
bleeding ourselves dry, militarily
and economically.

Some say if we leave, the Taliban
will be strengthened. However,
those who make that claim ignore
the numerous ways our interven-
tionist foreign policy has strength-
ened groups like the Taliban over
the years. I’ve already pointed out
how we serve as excellent recruiters
for them by killing civilians. Last
week I pointed out how our foreign
aid, to Pakistan specifically, makes
it into Taliban coffers. And of
course we provided the Taliban with

aid and resources in the 1980s,
when they were our strategic allies
against the Soviet Union. For
example — our CIA supplied them
with Stinger missiles to use against
the Soviets, which are strikingly
similar to the ones now allegedly
used against us on the same battle-
field, according to those Wikileaks
documents. As usual, our friends
have a funny way of turning against
us. Manuel Noriega and Saddam
Hussein are also prime examples.
Yet Congress never seems to
acknowledge the blowback that
results from our interventionism of
the past.

Our war against the Taliban is
going about as well as our war on
drugs, or our war on poverty, or any
of our government’s wars — they all
tend to create more of the thing
they purport to eradicate, thereby
dodging any excuse to draw down
and come to an end. It is hard to
imagine ever “winning” anything
this way.

We have done enough damage in
Afghanistan, both to the Afghan
people, and to ourselves. It’s time
to re-evaluate the situation. It’s
time to come home.

“It is incumbent on every
generation to pay its own
debts as it goes.”

--President Thomas Jefferson

Rep. Graves Named
a “Taxpayer Hero”

The Council for Citizens Against
Government Waste (CCAGW),
announced Congressman Sam
Graves has been named a “Taxpayer
Hero” for the first session of the
111th Congress. Graves received a
score of 90 percent in CCAGW'’s
2009 Congressional Ratings.

“I’ve always believed there is
plenty of waste, fraud and abuse in
government that needs to be rooted
out,” said Graves. “Washington
needs to remember who they work
for and whose money it is they are
spending. I’'m grateful for the
award, but I believe it is my job to
ensure taxpayer money is spent
wisely.”

Founded in 1984, Citizens
Against Government Waste’s mis-
sion is to eliminate waste, misman-
agement and inefficiency in the fed-
eral government. They are a pri-
vate, non-partisan, non-profit organ-
ization representing more than one
million members and supporters
nationwide. This year marks the
twenty-first anniversary of their
Congressional Ratings.

A list of CCAGW’s rankings of all
535 Members of Congress can be
found here: http://ccagwratings.org/

He that hideth hatred with lying
lips, and he that uttereth a slander,

is a fool.
— PROVERBS 10: 18
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