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PEOPLE’S FORUM

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

POLICIES: “The Saint Joseph
Telegraph™ accepts “letters to the
editor” submissions. To be consid-
ered for publication, submissions
must be signed with the author's
name printed legibly and/or typed,
dated, and a phone number provid-
ed. If your letter is published, only
your first name will be printed,
unless you request otherwise in
writing. Letters may be edited for
length, inappropriate language,
etc., at the discretion of the pub-
lisher.

We encourage you to submit let-
ters with both positive and con-
structive criticism that may help
bring about positive change in the
St. Joseph, Missouri community.

Please send to: The Saint Joseph
Telegraph, 3609 Faraon, Suite 216,
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506-3014.
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The Bloated Intelligence Bureaucracy

U.S. Rep. Ron Paul | Columnist
THE SAINT JOSEPH TELEGRAPH

I have often spoken about the
excessive size of government, and
most recently how waste and ineffi-
ciency needs to be eliminated from
our military budget. Our foreign
policy is not only bankrupting us,
but actively creating and antagoniz-
ing enemies of the United States,
and compromising our national
security. Spending more and
adding more programs and initia-
tives does not improve things for us;
it makes them much much worse.
This applies to more than just the
military budget.

Recently the Washington Post ran
an extensive report by Dana Priest
and William M. Arkin on the bloat-
ed intelligence community. They
found that an estimated 854,000
people hold top-secret security
clearances. Just what are all these
people up to? By my calculation
this is about 11,000 intelligence
workers per al Qaeda member in
Afghanistan. This also begs the
question - if close to 1 million peo-
ple are authorized to know top
secrets, how closely guarded are
these secrets?

They also found that since the
September 11 attacks, some 17 mil-
lion square feet of building space
has been built or is being built to
accommodate the 250 percent
expansion of intelligence organiza-

tions. Intelligence work is now
done by some
1,271 govern-
ment organi-
zations and
1,931 private

Congressman
Ron Paul (R-
TX)
contracting
companies in about 10,000 locations
in the United States.

The former Director of National
Intelligence, Adm. Dennis Blair, has
asserted that US intelligence now
has the authority to target American
citizens for assassination without
charge or trial. How many of these
resources are being devoted to spy-
ing on American citizens for nefari-
ous reasons at home rather than tar-
geting foreign enemies abroad?

It has been pointed out how much
information we had about the
impending attacks on 9/11, but
because of layers upon layers of
bureaucratic inefficiencies, our
intelligence community was unable
to act meaningfully on that informa-
tion. Obviously we needed drastic
change. But it was pretty clear that
we did not need more bureaucracy,
more confusion, more expenditures
and more government.

It is even claimed by some leaders
that the intelligence community has
grown this way by design; that it is
advantageous to have more than one

set of eyes looking at the same
information. With this logic, is
there any number of intelligence
employees at which we achieve
diminishing returns? Can there ever
be too many cooks in the kitchen, in
their view?

Are there any problems at all that
the government wouldn’t attempt to
solve by throwing more money at
them? Even now, the government is
trying to solve our economic prob-
lems related to too much govern-
ment spending and debt, with more
government spending and debt.

The problem with our intelligence
community before 9/11 was not an
inability to collect information.
Therefore, the post-September 11
build-up of the surveillance state
does nothing to enhance safety.
Instead what Americans have gotten
in return for the billions of tax dol-
lars spent on security is a surveil-
lance state that reads our e-mails,
wiretaps us without warrants, and
strip searches grandmothers at air-
ports. This is yet another instance
in which Americans would be safer,
richer and freer if our government
would simply look to the
Constitution and respect the bound-
aries it has set.
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Dislikes Security Check to Vote

On July 26th at approximately 11
am [ went to the Buchanan County
Court house and was denied entry to
absentee vote or take my wife’s
absentee request to the county clerk’s
office.

An officer and a supervisor
informed me that I would not be
allowed to enter the building to vote
without a shake down.

I find this action reprehensive in
light of my civil rights. There is no
justification for disallowing a citizen
of the county an opportunity to vote.
Ken Beck, St. Joseph

Likes Dr. Rob Schaaf

It did not take long for John De-
Stefano to flip-flop. Last week over
breakfast, i asked him his position on
eliminating the certificate of need
committee, the political structure that
must approve new hospitals in Mis-
souri. He told me emphatically that
he would keep the CON because he
felt it prevented duplication of serv-
ices. I was not suprised, given that he
is a board member of Carondelet
Health System.

Then at a public forum on July 16th,
when asked his position on CON,
John said that he would have to
"study the issue".

Which is it, John? Do you support
the CON or do you believe in the
free market system? Why didn't you
tell the public forum what you told
me?

Bob Boeger, St. Joseph
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POLICIES | EDITORIAL & PHOTOGRAPHY SUBMISSIONS
“The Saint Joseph Telegraph” accepts “letters to the editor” articles, news
briefs, press releases, announcements (weddings, births, engagements,
deaths) submissions. To be considered for publication, submissions
must be signed with the author's name printed legibly and/or typed,
dated, and a phone number provided. Submitted materials may be edit-
ed for length, inappropriate language, etc., at the discretion of the pub-
lisher. There is no fee for materials that are submitted and published.

Advertisers are responsible for checking their advertisements for accura-
cy and clarity. The Publisher will only be held liable not greater than the
amount of the advertising space.

Editorial/Opinion content is not necessarily the opinion of the The Saint
Joseph Telegraph, its publisher, writers or associates. We attempt to do
fair, accurate reporting and allow more than one side to be presented.




