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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2009
THE SAINT JOSEPH TELEGRAPH

PeEOPLE’S FORUM

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

POLICIES: “The Saint Joseph
Telegraph™ accepts “letters to the edi-
tor” submissions. To be considered for
publication, submissions must be
signed with the author's name printed
legibly and/or typed, dated, and a
phone number provided. If your letter
is published, only your first name will
be printed, unless you request other-
wise in writing. Letters may be edited
for length, inappropriate language, etc.,
at the discretion of the publisher.

We encourage you to submit letters
with both positive and constructive
criticism that may help bring about
positive change in the St. Joseph,
Missouri community.

Please send to:
info@stjTelegraph.com or
The Saint Joseph Telegraph, 202 Blake
Street, St. Joseph, Missouri 64504-
1249
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Who Wants War?

Texas Straight Talk

Rep. Ron Paul, M.D. | Columnist
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE (R-TEXAS)

If anyone still doubted that this
administration’s foreign policy
would bring any kind of change, this
week’s debate on Afghanistan
should remove all doubt. The
President’s stated justifications for
sending more troops to Afghanistan
and escalating war amount to little
more than recycling all the false rea-
sons we began the conflict. It is so
discouraging to see this coming
from our new leadership, when the
people were hoping for peace. New
polls show that 49 percent of the
people favor minding our own busi-
ness on the world stage, up from 30
percent in 2002. Perpetual war is
not solving anything. Indeed con-
tinually seeking out monsters to
destroy abroad only threatens our
security here at home as internation-
al resentment against us builds. The
people understand this and are
becoming increasingly frustrated at
not being heard by the decision-
makers. The leaders say some
things the people want to hear, but
change never comes.

One has to ask, if the people who
elected these leaders so obviously
do not want these wars, who does?
Eisenhower warned of the increas-
ing power and influence of the mili-
tary industrial complex and it seems
his worst fears have come true. He
believed in a strong national
defense, as do I, but warned that the
building up of permanent military

and weapons industries could prove
dangerous if their influence got out
of hand. After all, if you make your
money on war, peace does you no
good. With trillions of dollars at
stake, there is tremendous incentive
to keep the decision makers fearful
of every threat in the world, real or
imagined, present or future, no mat-
ter how ridiculous and far-fetched.
The Bush Doctrine demonstrates
how very successful the war lobby
was philosophically with the last
administration. And they are suc-
ceeding just as well with this one, in
spite of having the so-called “peace
candidate” in office.

We now find ourselves in another
foreign policy quagmire with little
hope of victory, and not even a defi-
nition of victory. Eisenhower said
that only an alert and informed elec-
torate could keep these war racket-
eering pressures at bay. He was
right, and the key is for the people
to ensure that their elected leaders
follow the Constitution. The
Constitution requires a declaration
of war by Congress in order to legit-
imately go to war. Bypassing this
critical step makes it far too easy to
waste resources on nebulous and
never-ending conflicts. Without
clear goals, the conflicts last forever
and drain the country of blood and
treasure. The drafters of the
Constitution gave Congress the
power to declare war precisely
because they feared allowing the
executive unfettered discretion in
military affairs. They understood
that making it easy for leaders to

wage foreign wars would threaten
domestic liberties.

Responses to attacks on our soil
should be swift and brief. Wars we
fight should always be defensive,
clearly defined and Constitutional.
The Bush Doctrine of targeting
potential enemies before they do
anything to us is dangerously vague
and easily abused. There is nothing
left to win in Afghanistan and
everything to lose. Today’s military
actions are yet another futile exer-
cise in nation building and have
nothing to do with our nation’s
security, or with 9/11. Most experts
agree that Bin Laden and anyone
remotely connected to 9/11 left
Afghanistan long ago, but our troops
remain. The pressures of the war
racketeers need to be put in check
before we are brought to our knees
by them. Unfortunately, it will
require a mighty effort by the peo-
ple to get the leadership to finally
listen.

Your Letters

Weeks ago, the Senate voted to proceed
with the unprecedented government con-
trolled health care plan being proposed by
President Obama and crafted by Harry Reid.

While Sen. Kit Bond chose to vote against
moving forward with this so called “health
care reform,” you, Senator, voted to move
this bill forward.

Right now, Missouri’s Medicaid program
already grows by over $100 million each
year. The total cost for our social services
program is approximately one-third of our
entire state budget. The plan being proposed
by your colleagues in the Senate could cost
Missouri an additional $400 million more
each year. That is money we just don’t have,
as you and Gov. Nixon are aware.

More than one month ago, I called on you
to make your position on this bill clear to all
Missourians. Until now, you have refused to
explain why you believe that Missouri fami-
lies should have to pay for this experiment in
bureaucracy.

On November 19, the night of the Senate’s
vote, your actions filled the void of silence.

We now know that you support the plan
crafted by liberal politicians. On top of cap
and trade, the takeover of America’s auto
manufacturers and a failed “stimulus plan,”
this government funded health care plan is
one more program that would hurt Missouri
taxpayers, Missouri small businesses and
would bankrupt our state.

Sen. Bond has told us this plan will “cost
over $2 trillion; increase health care costs,
raise taxes and cut Medicare benefits for sen-
iors.” Sen. Bob Corker of Tennessee says the
bill “depends on budgeting trickery.” And
Sen. Chuck Grassley of lowa says that the
bill “is 10 years of revenue for six years of
expenditure” and is a “gimmick at taxpayers’
expense.”

So, while Senators from across the United
States decry this legislation as wasteful
spending, we have yet to hear your assess-
ment of how this “public option plan” would
affect all taxpaying Missourians.

I know you had promised to read this
health care bill in its entirety over the
Thanksgiving break. I am now hopeful,
Senator, you will give us your answer as to
how Missouri can find hundreds of millions
of dollars each year to pick up the tab for this
ill-conceived plan.

Peter D. Kinder
Lt. Governor of the State of Missouri
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“The Saint Joseph Telegraph™ accepts “letters to the editor” articles, news
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To be considered for publication, submissions
must be signed with the author's name printed legibly and/or typed,
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